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What's important and interesting around Rochester.ROCNews

Share your panorama photos online at http://on.rocne.ws/rocview
ROCHESTER VIEW  

JODI ROEDING, HENRIETTA

Oliver tractors lined up at a farm in Brockport. 

Rochester has formed Upstate New
York’s first EcoDistrict, a special desig-
nation that will help urban development
leaders create a green and sustainable
community downtown. 

“The idea is that we create a geo-
graphical boundary that is small enough
to innovate quickly but big enough to
make a difference,” says Michael A.
Philipson, co-founder of Greentopia.
The local nonprofit organization cele-
brates — and advocates — for sustain-
ability.

“Having this designation puts us in a
class of cities worldwide that are really
at the forefront of moving their sustain-
ability and resiliency goals to the top of
the list.”

The 285-acre EcoDistrict boundary
includes, among other sites, the new
Monroe Community College campus,
the Rochester Red Wings stadium, the
High Falls District, and neighborhoods
adjacent to the Genesee River Gorge. 

GardenAerial, a project to transform
the middle gorge of the Genesee River 

City has new EcoDistrict 
Bold plans for a
greener downtown

MIKE BRADLEY

Lisa Baron of Greentopia looks out over the old RG&E Beebe Station along the Genesee River
in Rochester. The plant is being demolished, and the site is part of a proposed EcoDistrict.

ROBIN L. FLANIGAN

See ECODISTRICT, Page 14A

COHOUSING EXPERT TO SPEAK 
Liz Walker, co-founder and executive director of EcoVillage at Ithaca, will talk Sunday in Roch-
ester about collaborative housing, Page 9A 

The Beechwood neighborhood in
Rochester is a large swath of land,
stretching from Culver Road to North
Goodman Street and from East Main to
Bay Street.

Packed onto that turf are 23 mini-
markets, according to neighborhood
activist Hans DeBruyn. That concen-
tration is one reason that Beechwood
has been particularly aggressive in
combating the negative side-effects of
what are known as “high-impact” re-
tailers — those that can sell beer, lot-
tery tickets and tobacco products.

“It’s one of the highest in the city,”
DeBruyn, speaking at a panel Saturday,
said of the concentration.

On Saturday, the Smoking & Health
Action Coalition of Monroe County, or
SHAC, hosted a panel at the Joseph C.
Wilson Foundation Academy that fo-
cused on the impact of these mini-
marts.

One Bay Street store had 146 police
calls over a four-year period beginning
in January 2010. During the same peri-
od, police responded to 83 calls at an-
other store about a tenth of a mile away, 

Better control 
of ‘high-impact’
mini-marts urged

See MINI-MARTS, Page 14A

GARY CRAIG
STAFF WRITER
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FOR WHAT’S NOW AND WHAT’S NEXT, ESL IS WITH YOU—providing 
conveniences like Mobile Deposit through the ESL Mobile Banking app and 
real-time Chat Banking online with ESL reps for easy money management.
esl.org  >  585.336.1000  >  20 branches  >  Chat Banking

GO FOR A RUN 
DEPOSIT CHECK
STOP BY THE OFFICE
TRANSFER CASH 
BUY DOG FOOD 
PICK UP TILE
WORK ON BATHROOM
GAME NIGHT WITH FAMILY

I’M GOOD.

EARN UP TO $751

 

WHEN YOU OPEN A HASSLE-FREE ESL FREE CHECKING ACCOUNT.

Eric, ESL member, with dog Mac;
read more about him at esl.org.

1: $75 cash bonus is available to members in good standing who open their first Free Checking or Premier Checking 
account. Earn $25 each for direct deposit, signing up for ESL Online Statements and completing 10 ESL Visa® Check 
Card purchase transactions. Cash will not be paid if these actions are not completed by 7/31/15. Limit one offer per 
account. Cash bonus will be deposited to the new checking account by 8/31/15. The current base annual percentage 
yield for Premier Checking is 0.05% APY as of 4/13/15. Base APY is subject to change without notice and fees 
may apply. Offer expires 5/23/15. ESL reserves the right to withdraw this offer at any time. Membership subject to 
eligibility. ESL is a registered service mark of ESL Federal Credit Union.  
This credit union is federally insured by the National Credit Union Administration.
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into a world-class tourist attraction, lies
at the heart of the EcoDistrict.

Residential and business members
within that boundary will set goals —
producing zero waste in five years, for
example — that could potentially be rep-
licated throughout the Greater Roches-
ter area.

Rochester joins a small number of
cities with the designation, including
Boston, Washington, D.C., and Portland,
Oregon, which has five EcoDistricts and
was the inspiration behind Rochester’s
effort. 

Considering the idea since fall 2012,
Greentopia secured a resounding rec-
ommendation from the Finger Lakes
Economic Development Council — as
well as support through the Regional
Economic Development Council under
Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s “Cleaner, Green-
er Communities” program — to begin
the district’s planning and organization-
al phases.

In a collaborative show of support for
the EcoDistrict’s ideals, seven city and
county representatives are heading to
Portland in mid-May for intensive tours
and workshops they hope will help with
the transformation.

“Obviously, the EcoDistrict is a new

concept for us, so going to this training
will be very significant so we are all on
the same page,” says Anne Spaulding,
the city’s energy and sustainability man-
ager. 

She will join the group, which has ex-
pertise in planning, zoning, develop-
ment and engineering, on the three-day
trip. “We can learn from each other and
develop that vision together.”

To be clear, an EcoDistrict is about ur-
ban regeneration, not urban renewal.

“Urban renewal is about displacing,
and this is about integration,” says
Greentopia co-founder Lewis Stess.
“This is why there’s a social justice as-
pect to the design, why we want to have
community representatives from all
economic levels as part of the stakehold-
er groups.”

Widespread collaboration in an area
ripe for redevelopment is key, as long as
the focus includes the future, according
to Lisa Baron, founding board chair of
Greentopia.

“When you’re trying to develop an ur-
ban area, you can’t just use up your re-
sources, your land, your water, your en-
ergy without thinking about the next 200
years…This is an area where new ideas
can be tried out on a district level that
will perhaps blossom into big ideas for
an entire city. And maybe not.”

That’s the point.
An EcoDistrict is like a laboratory. If

something doesn’t work, there isn’t as
much of a financial loss, and it gives par-

ticipants a chance to refine methodolo-
gies and goals for the next idea, explains
Philipson.

Christine Mondor, a principal of the
sustainable architecture and consulting
firm evolveEA in Pittsburgh, has
worked with three EcoDistricts and nu-
merous other communities that have
adopted sustainability goals. 

Mondor will be one of two guest
speakers at Wednesday’s breakfast. 

She echoes the notion that some ini-
tiatives will face challenges, which is
why it’s useful to seek support from cit-
ies that have been through the process
already.

“Each project is unique, which is why
it’s never the same process twice, but
everybody has problems,” she says. “It’s
really helpful to have (access to) com-
munities that are pursuing similar
things.”

Greentopia has hired two sustainabil-
ity consultants to assist with the initial
phase and, ultimately, help shape a new
identity for the region.

“We think Rochester can catch up to
some of the more progressive cities al-
ready realizing the benefits of creating
sustainable neighborhoods and commu-
nities,” says Philipson. “We’ve joined a
very elite group.”

MIKE BRADLEY

The mill race at High Falls is being turned into a garden with a water feature, led by Lisa Baron, right, and Greentopia.

EcoDistrict
Continued from Page 3A

DeBruyn said.
More traditional businesses be-

tween the two stores had no calls, he
said.

While the city has taken steps to
curb the harm done by the worst of the
businesses, stronger enforcement is
still needed, DeBruyn said.

Some high-impact stores have be-
come magnets for violence and drug-
dealing. On a lesser level, some also at-
tract loitering and littering, leaving an
unfair impression of a neighborhood in
steep decline, said Sherman Hardy, the
president of the Jefferson Avenue
Business Association.

“That eventually translates into a
loss of pride in the community,” he said.

Senior City Planner Suzanne McSain
noted that the city toughened its re-
quirements for new high-impact stores
in 2012. Since then, very few stores
have opened in the city.

The city is also weighing a moratori-
um on new stores.

The unwillingness of some banks to
invest in low-income communities hin-
ders the ability of small grocers that
deal in more traditional fare to locate
there, said Ruhi Maker, a senior staff
attorney at the Empire Justice Center.
Communities need to push lenders to
be fair in their neighborhood invest-
ment, she said.

One Empire Justice study clearly
showed how race plays a role in lend-
ing, Maker said. The study showed that
banks were more willing to provide
mortgages in a low-income and mostly
white neighborhood in the city than in a
middle-income neighborhood that was
predominantly black, she said.

The panel also partly focused on the
marketing approach by tobacco com-
panies, and how the industry relies in
part on urban markets to continue to
peddle cigarettes.

“Tobacco companies specifically
target our youth because they get life-
long customers,” said Joseph Potter, a
youth coordinator with SHAC.

While tobacco use has been on the
decline with teens, the use of e-ciga-
rettes is seeing a significant growth. E-
cigarettes also include nicotine. 

GCRAIG@DemocratandChronicle.com

Twitter.com/gcraig1

Mini-marts
Continued from Page 3A
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